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Club Meeting February 2, 2016 
 
+ Members Present:  Gary Porter, John Mangino, Paul 
Goldsmith, Steve Ross 

 + Guest/New Members: Alan Kizzett, Donald 
Rumgay, Mike Frisbee. 

+ The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

+  The minutes were read and approved. 
 
+  Treasurer's report: Steve discussed the amounts of 
money in the different accounts. His report was 
approved.  
 
+  Membership: 163 members.    
 
+  Safety:   Mike (fingers) Flanagan discussed the 
stupidity of tuning the engine by going through the 
propeller arc  to set the needles. 
 
+   Camac:  Florence is having a fly-in/ swap meet 2/13. 
The Arizona Electric Electric Festival is February  26, 
27, 28. There is an EF-1 race Sunday Feb. 7.   
 
+   Sound Committee: OK   
 
+   Old Business: The AEF is Feb. 26, 27, 28. Shannon 
spoke about the food trucks they have coming and all the 
activities that are planned. They need help at the AMA 
info booth. Saturday there will be a night fly, pizza party 
and music. There are 8-9 vendors so far. They also need 
help with the raffle.    
 
+   New Business: Falcon Field is 3/6/2016. The club 
will have a display. Vance Giovanni and Joe Miele will 
start a show and tell program for the meeting. There will 
also be information programs planned. If you are 
interested give Vance or Joe a call.  
 
Break 
 
The FAA rules were discussed. Our AMA rules will take 
precedence.  
 
Raffle 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Board Meeting 2/16/2016 
 

  Present  2016 Club Officers 
President Gary Porter         602-692-8830 
V. President      John Mangino           480-980-1386 
Secretary       Paul Goldsmith         602-323-7753 
Treasurer       Steve Ross         602-295-4885      
      

Board Members 
Gary Bailey            602-818-1605 
Jerry Morescki            480-264-4236 
Joe Miele            480-299-1457 
Jim Compton            602-201-2373 
Vance Giovanni            480-288-0942 

 
Membership 

Gary Switala            602-201-2373 
 
The March meeting will be in the Dance Room at 7:00 

PM, March 1, 2016. 

The March board meeting will be held in the Dance 
Room at View Point March 15, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 
 
From Joe Bailey: 
 
It is with sadness to announce Don Herbison's passing. 
For those who did not know Don we own him a great 
gratitude for our current flying field. Don was one of 
two club members that worked for three years in 
acquiring 88 acres from BLM for our current flying 
site. This required pulling together Maricopa Parks and 
Rec's as our sponsor, working with the Maricopa 
county supervisor's office and in setting up an usage 
agreement, bond and insurance with flood control in 
order the obtain the use of this land before it would be 
signed off by BLM.  
Even though Don did not remain a club member in 
later years due to health problems he always remained 
interested on how the club was prospering. We owe Don 
a heart filled gratitude for his effort in what we enjoy 
today.  
Thanks Don.... 
 
Please keep your speed down to 10 MPH coming into 
the field. 
 
Keep an eye out for rattlesnakes this time of the year. 
 
Please do not throw trash out your car window. There 
has been a lot of debris on the road and parking lot. 
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+ Members Present: Gary Porter, John Mangino, Steve 
Ross, Paul Goldsmith, Vance Giovanni, Joe Miele, Jim 
Compton, Jerry Morescki, Gary Switala. 
 
Shannon Gallagher was there to discuss the A.E.F. 
 
+ Board Meeting minutes: None 
 
+ Treasurer's Report: Steve discussed the savings and 
the checking account balances. He also said that the club 
computer needs to be updated as there is no support for 
Windows XP anymore and he is having trouble with the 
edition of Quick Books that is on the computer. Both are 
very old and outdated. He is making withdrawals 
 from Pay Pal and it seems to be working well.  
 
+ Membership: There are 183 members as of today. 
Last year there were about 274.  
 
+ Safety: Badges can be worn on your person or put on 
the poles at the flight station. 
 
+ Events: S.W. Classic Soaring contest 2/26-28. 1/4 
Midget Classic at Speed World. A.E.F. 2/ 26,27,28. Gun 
Smoke 3/ 18,19,20.  
 
+ Sound: No problems. 
 
+ Old Business:  
 
+ AEF: There are 8 vendors so far. Shannon has 2 food 
trucks coming and 1 snack truck. 30 pilots have pre-
registered so far. Jim Legg will take care of the 
club/AMA booth. He could use some help. The AMA 
materials have been received. The vendors and 
distributers are sending in goodies. The night time 
activities are covered and will be taken care of. The 
festival is on AZCentral.com. 
 
+ Wings Over Arizona : The big bird event will be 
April 9, 10. Any large plane with a wingspan 80" and up 
are welcome. This is a laid back event to come out and 
fly and see everyone you haven't seen in a while.  
 
+ Pattern Contest: EVA is the week after the AEF. Pay 
Pal is in place for registration at the AMA event. There 
will be a discount for the entry level pilots.  
 
+ Field: As always, there are to be no glass bottles at the 
field or events. There will be a cleanup for the AEF 
Saturday at 8:00 AM.    
 
+ New Business:  
 

+ There were some suggestions made to improve the 
meetings.  There will be some programs at the future 
meetings. Rick Distler will be doing a battery seminar in 
March.  
 
Patches were suggested for different reasons. (Best 
crash, embarrassing moments, etc.) 
 
Plaques for presentations 
 
Power point videos 
 
 Go to the website for weather conditions. There is a 
link to a site 1 block away. 
 
Vance talked about the charging station at the 
Florence field. They have solar cells feeding a trickle 
charge to 2 deep cycle batteries. Other option are 
being discussed.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.     
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From the President: 
  
Welcome to March 2016 
  
Hopefully by now, you have seen the request from Joe 
Madison and Vance Giovanni to suggest or participate in 
new programs that will be presented either in the 
newsletter or at the club meetings. 
  
I want to thank Joe and Vance for stepping up to 
coordinate the effort to bring forward interesting and 
innovative subjects. 
  
The first program to be presented will be done in the 
March meeting by Rick Distler.  This program will be 
around the batteries used for electric powered aircraft.  
Rick did a similar program last year and it was very 
informational and enjoyable.  Make sure if you are even 
thinking about electric flight, or are into flying electric 
powered models you attend the March meeting 
(Tuesday, March 1st at Viewpoint in the West dance 
room near the ball field). 
  
Stay tuned for more to come. 
  
Also, the Arizona Electric Festival (AEF) is just around 
the corner happening February 26th, 27th and 28th.  
There will be plenty of vendors and Shannon and Pat 
have done a great job on getting everything ready and 
lined up for a fantastic weekend.   The weather looks to 
be fantastic.  Make sure you tell all of your non-flying 
friends who may have an interest to come out.   There 
will be a public raffle held in the AMA booth.  One of 
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the prizes being raffled off will be a free club 
membership for a year (either new or renewal).  A lot of 
other prizes too. 
  
Want to thank all of those who turned up last Saturday to 
help do field clean up, the field looks to be in great 
shape and ready for our Spring events. 
  
Once again this year, we are hosting the ASU Students 
as they prepare for their National competition.  We are 
allowing them to come out to the field to test fly their 
aircraft.  It's very interesting to understand the rules of 
the competition and their approach to engineering the 
solution.   If you see them out there, make sure to 
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.  They 
are our future in aviation. 
  
This is the best time of year for flying or just coming out 
to the field to join in the discussion groups that seem to 
spring up.  So I hope to see you there! 
  
Thanks, and have fun flying! 
Gary  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For Sale 
 
Saito FA-80  (old)    $100 
 
Planes RTF 
105" Beaver, 30CC DLE gas engine  
7 runs all servos (may be digital)                    $600 or  
           Best Offer 
.25 size Mustang- OS 25 + all servos        $80- 100 
 
KITS 
Seamaster KIT  Airframe built     $75 
P-51 KIT .25 size       $25 
 
ARF in box 
75" Decathalon     $125 
 
See or call John Mangino 480-980-1386 
manginoaz@cox.net 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Receiver ready:   
Great Planes 1/12 scale P-47 OS .32       $125 
 
Will sell just the airframe for $40, no engine or 
servos. 
Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

This  article was submitted to me by a member, Larry Khan. I have had similar thoughts, as have we all who use to 
enjoy building kits. However, after seeing some of the fine work by the entries at Gun Smoke in recent years, I believe 
Mr. Platt was premature in his prediction of the death of craftsmanship and innovation in our hobby. I believe he has 
done a disservice to those individuals who toil over minute details on their works of art.......................Paul 

A VANISHING BREED 

There was an interesting interview with Dave Platt AKA “Mr. Scale” the man behind PICA Models in an Issue of Model 
Airplane News by Scott Copeland. 
 
For those of us and I am sorry to say I fit into that category, he truly hit the nail on the head. In today’s world of ARF’s 
and “INSTANT GRATIFICATION” he has basically given up on building RC Scale models. Those of us who are part of the 
Baby Boomer generation and can remember back when the only way you could fly an RC model was to build or have one 
built for you from a kit. 
 
I was wondering why the “Can Do” generation has forgone the conventional for the easy way out, not to say that ARF’s 
can’t be daunting depending on the manufacturer or aircraft you are trying to build. i.e. Yellow Aircraft, Byron (when 
they were still in the kit business) and Kondor Models just to name a few. 
 
Not to mention our significant others who might have a problem with us using the kitchen or dining room table for an 
extended period of time for those who don’t have a basement or a garage. 
 
A lot of us in the hobby have no problem repairing a damaged plane, but find it a daunting task to build a plane from a 
kit or from scratch, as my friend and I found out building our Avenger. Though daunting as it may be, there is a certain 
amount of thought, perseverance and last but most important a sense of accomplishment in the process. 
There is nothing better than spending an inordinate amount of time working on a kit and then watching it take to the 
skies. As Dave Platt reminds us in scale building, the build and covering is half the build as the detailing to get it 
somewhere between neophyte and Top Gun quality is the other half. 
 
Scale ARF’s have come a long way, and there is much we can do to make them seem more scale like. Retracts, rivets, 
decals etc., but it is still a long way from the satisfaction of knowing that each stick and rib was carefully placed and 
glued, not to mention the knowledge that we accumulate during the build. It is a far cry from the Guillows line of kits 
where silk and dope were the major choice of covering for those control line models and the weight restrictions of a 
plane that barely spanned 24”.  
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I happen to have 2 ARF’s and though they are great planes to fly, there is a certain amount of satisfaction missing from 
the assembly. 
 
My P-38 kit was a perfect example of having to solve a problem when the outcome of the instructions is not what is 
expected and you have to find a work around, and there were numerous ones in my case. 
 
That being said, I fear that someday in the not so very far future that there will be many less builders than there are 
today, and a great part of the hobby will be lost as the years pass. Though almost every conceivable aircraft from WW1 
to the present (not including jets) has been made into plans for the kit builder, it is amazing to me that we are forsaking 
our skills and time for THE quick and easy way out. 
 
As the years pass and the contestants of today’s Scale Masters, Top Gun and RC fliers in general grow too old to 
continue, we can only hope that young people not only take up the gauntlet but the patience, pride and perseverance to 
continue the legacy. 
 
But for now, you can visit RC Scale builder or RC Universe and still find hundreds of active builders creating mounds of 
balsa dust and being called for dinner for the umpteenth time. 
 

I leave you with this quote by Dave Platt from the article “There are no true modelers left except in free flight and 
control line. And as soon as we are all gone, it will be gone for good.” 
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February 26, 27& 28, 2016 

Superstition Air Park (see reverse for map) 
Free limited bleacher seating|Food & drinks available on site|Vendors on site 

Admission: $6.00 per carload (includes parking) 

Current AMA Membership Required of All Participating Pilots. 

Pilots: $30 includes parking and pizza party Saturday evening. 

Register on www.rcflightdeck.com, by mail, or at event 

Hours: Friday: 8 AM to 5 PM 

 Saturday: 8 AM to 4PM and Night Fly 6:30PM-8:30PM      Sunday: 8AM to 2PM 

Helicopter and Multirotor time each day 

Air Show at Noon on Saturday 

Limited number of camping spaces on site for participants 

For more information: 

Contest Director: Shannon Gallagher 

602-510-3074 wyldkrdsg@gmail.com 

Asst. Contest Director: Pat Gagnon 

480-628-3947 crxmanpat@gmail.com 

www.azelectricfestival.com 

Arizona Electric Festival 2016 
  Hosted by Arizona Model Aviators 
             AMA Sanction #16-28 

 

 

mailto:wyldkrdsg@gmail.com�
mailto:crxmanpat@gmail.com�
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Wings Over ArizOnA 

 
Sponsored by: The Arizona Model Aviators  

 GIANT SCALE FLY-IN April 9, 10, 2016 
Location: Superstition Airpark, Mesa AZ 

+ 80” Monoplane, 60” Biplane or Planes Can Be True Quarter Scale.  
Jets Must Have a Combined Wingspan & Length of 140”  

Aircraft have to be large but not a replica of a real Aircraft. 
Landing fee $25.  Friday is Open Flying. 

Flying will start around 9:00AM Saturday & Sunday. 
+There will be awards for best of categories. The planes must fly. 

+ Food will be available Saturday and Sunday for purchase. 
+ Proof of AMA membership is required. Turbines require an AMA Turbine waiver.  

+ Pilot’s Parking & Saturday night Pizza Party are included in the Landing Fee. 
   + Public Parking is $6.00 per car. 

RV Parking is Available at the field by reservation only. No Hookups. Call for Info. 
+Trailers may be left overnight. Security will be provided by club members. 

Contacts: Paul Goldsmith 602-323-7753 or PT19Nut@aol.com or 
         John Mangino 480-980-1386 or  manginoaz@cox.net 

Arizona Model Aviators web site http://www.azmodelaviators.com 

mailto:wiinger@aol.com�
http://www.azmodelaviators.com/�
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Radio Control Scale Model Airplane Contest 

Hosted By The One Eighth Air Force 

March 18, 19, 20, 2016 
Superstition Airpark, Mesa AZ 

U. S. SCALE MASTERS QUALIFIER 
Competition in five classes: 

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro,  
Pro-Am Sportsman 

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM 
Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM 

Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 
Food Concession available Sat & Sun 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith + 602-323-7753 + PT19Nut@aol.com 
 Asst. Contest Director Austin Goodwin + 480 357-1816 + N451X@aol.com 

1/8 th Air Force Commander: John Geyer + 602-810-1767 + jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com 
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