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THE NEXT CLUB MEETING WILL BE AT THE FIELD SATURDAY FEBUARY 1, 2020 @ 9AM                       

THE FIELD WILL BE CLOSED TO FLYING DURING THE CLUB MEETING. 

The board meeting will follow the club meeting at the field.  

 

Club Meeting Minutes 

Agenda for the Arizona Model Aviators 
 January 1, 2020 
Meeting Started @ 9AM 

Secretary: Reading of the Minutes read and approved 

Reports 

Membership: 250 

 Events: Winterfest Q500/EF-1 Pylon Race Speedworld 01/11-12, Florence Desert Fly-In Bohn Field 01/12, Jet Day 01/18 

AMA EF1 Race AMA 01/19, Winter Warbirds Sun Valley Flyers Field 01/25-26, AEF AMA 02/7-9 

 

 Old Business: Club Sport Shirts - $20, Club Hats - $15 Both are still available 

Meet Adjourned @ 9:30 AM 

2020 Club Officers 

 

President Shannon Gallagher    602-510-3074   12/20 

V. President          Tony Miologos          480-203-5653   12/21 

Secretary       Matt Ventura             602-312-6606    12/21 

Treasurer       Jim Compton      480-818-1658    12/20 

 

     Board Members 

 

Gary Bailey        602-818-1605    12/20 

Jerry Morescki        480-264-4236    12/20 

Tim Dickey        480-540-7553    12/21 

Bob Ruff Jr.        480-209-7081    12/21 

Pat Gagnon                                            480-628-3947    12/20  

 

Membership 

Paul Goldsmith        602-323-7753    12/21 

 



 

Board Meeting Minutes:  

   Agenda for the Arizona Model Aviators  

   January 1, 2020 

 
Meeting Started @ 9:00AM 

Secretary: Reading of the Minutes read and approved 

 

Reports 

Membership: 250 

Events: See Club meeting minutes 

 

Old Business: Gary Bailey, Tony Miologos, and Tony Malaj will start preparing for contract negotiations with 
Maricopa County as our current contract expires in 2021 

 

AEF will have two different entry fees - $40 all weekend pass, $20 one day Pass (Does not include pizza party) 

 

Tony Malaj was voted in as Director of Maintenance and can be involved in Board Meetings 

 

New Business:  

2020 Focus 

1) Field Improvements – Announcer Stand, East bleachers, Bunker door hinge repair 

2) FAA rules and regulations – Tony Miologos will handle all interpretation and fields questions from the 
membership 

3) Generating new revenue 

Meeting adjourned @ 10:30AM 

 

A New Year’s Letter From The President 

 

Fellow Arizona Model Aviators, 

 

    As we close the door on 2019, we have a great deal to reflect on as a club and the progress 
we have made. The ramp and ramada areas were re-paved and we have worked diligently to 
make repairs and upgrades across our facility lead by our new maintenance coordinator Tony 
Malaj. We held several events, and all were well attended and generated income for our club. 
We have gained several members and sadly some have passed but we will always keep them 
in our hearts.           

    Moving into 2020 we will continue to improve our field, hold world class events, and 
promote the hobby in a positive light. With proposed rules by the FAA that could affect us it 
will be a focus of your board members to work towards protecting our field for the hobby we 
all enjoy. I encourage you all to come out to our monthly club meetings, volunteer for events, 
reach out to the board if you have any questions or ideas but most of all...Fly!  

Sincerely, 

 

Shannon Gallagher 

President 

Arizona Model Aviators 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Member Profiles for This Month 

Joe Bailey 
 
 An Oregon native, help his parents move to Arizona in 1960 during his 
Christmas holiday break from college. He returned to Klamath Falls Oregon 
to finish college at Oregon Institute of Technology (OIT) acquiring his 
Electrical Engineering degree in 1962.  
His first job was with RCA in Tucson, Arizona and later got a call from Uncle 
Sam.  The Army assigned him to White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico 
(1963-65) setting up and operating an Environmental Testing Lab. of various 
classified military equipment.  In 1965 Joe joined Motorola where over time 
he moved up into numerous management responsibilities. After 34 years and 
as a Program Manager Joe retired from Motorola Government Electronics in 
Scottsdale in 2001. 
Through the years AMA has been the beneficiary of his abilities in numerous 

ways. 
 
  He joined the club in 1980. In 1982, he was elected 
president with only 25 members remaining in the 
club.  
The membership had dramatically declined when 
housing started to encroach on the west side of the 
current runway requiring the club to establish 
another flying site. Luckily Joe was able to find a 
new area about a quarter of a mile North of this 
current site. At this time the club had only $1500 in 
its treasury and it looked hopeless. So between Joe 
and Ray Olson they both each matched the amount 
in the club treasury thus establishing the lifetime 

membership program to raise funds for the new site.  
 
With many hours being spent working with Maricopa Parks and Rec., BLM, 
and Flood control, Joe was able to acquire land use agreements to start 
building a first-class airfield. However, this would have not happened if it were 
not for the Army Corp of Engineers volunteering two full weekends using their 
heavy earth moving equipment and for Ray Olson’s construction companying 



working together. The final runway leveling, and asphalting was completed 
by Ray Olson’s construction company. 
For this we owe them a great thanks of 
gratitude for what they have done for 
this club. Joe and Ray knew once a first 
class runway was developed, the club 
would be able to survive. 
During this time Mayor Brooks of Mesa 
appointed Joe to be on the citizens 
recreation needs committee in 
establishing parks, senior citizen 
facilities and recreation area’s like  
 
 

softball fields for the city of Mesa.    
Then around 1992 the club given another blow that the 202 freeway would 
be coming down the middle of the runway and again had to find another site. 
Today when you drive down the 202 between Brown Rd and Mckellips Rd 
you are driving in the area where this club got its chance of becoming a first-
class flying organization.  
Again, Joe was tasked with establishing another flying site for our club. 



After three years of negotiating and working through agreements with BLM, 
Maricopa Parks and Rec’s. and flood control he was able to acquire the flying 
site that we all enjoy today with a membership of more than 200 members, 
Joe began modeling in 1950 with control line, free flight and single channel 
R/C and today he can be seen on weekends with his son Gary flying a variety 
of airplanes. 
 

 

Larry Wende 
 
Reared in St. Joseph, Mo., Larry did 12 years in the Army National Guard, 
Signal Corps while working at Meade Paper Co.  While visiting his brother in 
AZ in 1983 he decided to move west where he could find work for a dollar 
more per hour and get out of the factory.  He went to work for a building 

contractor for 9 years, then bought the trim 
business from him.   
 
Maintenance work at Leisure World kept 
him employed until retirement. 
 
He and wife Dixie raised 5 children and now 
have 15 grandchildren.  Whenever there is 
a need for tractor work at the field you can 
almost bet Larry is in the driver’s seat! 
 
Modeling began about age 13 with rubber-
band free flight models, u-control at 20 with 
a Veco Warrior and began R/C flying after 
moving to AZ.  Larry has produced many 
functional show toys (visit his shop for a 
sampling) out of black walnut and maple, 
made knives from lawn mower blades and 

enjoys doing model restoration and gardening.  The satisfaction of product 
creation keeps him very busy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


